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FAMILY TIMES           

ST. PETERS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
REV. MIKE WINKELMAN, VACANCY PASTOR 

March 2018 

Palm Sunday  
March 25 

Children will be processing in  
and singing … see page 2 

March 29th  
7:00pm Worship 

March 30th  
Worship 
7:00pm  

EASTER SUNRISE  
APRIL 1, 2018 
WORSHIP  7:00  AM 

 

   EASTER BREAKFAST   
8:00  AM 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE  
RESURRECTION  

CONFIRMATION 2018 
 

Please join us on Sunday, March 25 
when we will welcome FIVE 
confirmands as communicant    
members of St. Peters, and the     
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.   

     They have completed three years 
of instruction and are ready to make 
a public profession of their faith 
which began as infants in Holy   
Baptism. Please keep them in your 
prayers during this most significant 

chapter in their Christian lives! 
 Joe Anderson  
 Teegan Germann 
 Quinn James 
 Gavin Severson  
 Trey Strating  
 

Please join us and support them! Thank you. 
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“IT’S TIME FOR A 

CHANGE!” 
 
In the parable of the Pharisee 
and the Tax Collector, we see 
an example of someone who 
CHANGED.  It was the tax col-
lector, who came to recognize 
his sin, and prayed, “God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.”  Well 
this year, at the end of March, 

we make the transition from Lent to Easter.  This 
marks the most dramatic seasonal CHANGE in the en-
tire church year.  During the Lenten season we concen-
trate on our Lord’s bitter suffering and death, all of 
which He accomplished for our sin.  During our 
Wednesday evening Lenten services this year we’ve 
been talking about the seven last statements of Jesus 
from the cross.  When He said, “My God, why have You 
forsaken Me” those words should have come from our 
OWN lips.  That’s what leads us to pray, “God, be mer-
ciful to me, a sinner.”   
 
But Easter Sunday reminds us that there is, at that 
time, a dramatic CHANGE.  In the same way that the 
parable reminds us that the tax collector CHANGED 
(going home “justified before God”) so also the Lenten 
season finds its CHANGE in Easter morning.  As we 
will hear on Easter morning, you and I can also go to 
our homes “justified before God.”  What gives us the 
power to CHANGE?  Jesus said, “Because I live, you 
will live also.”  Because His death changed to life, our 
identity can change from sinner to saint.  
 
Elsewhere in this month’s newsletter Chaplain Helbig 
writes about the CHANGE that will be coming to St. 
Peters in the months ahead, as we welcome a new 
shepherd for our congregational family.  His wise 
words remind us of the need to see this CHANGE as 
both a necessity and also a blessing.  I pray that each 
of us can be excited to see what our loving Lord can 
accomplish, as He guides and directs our call process, 
and then as He guides and directs our next pastor.  I 
am certain that he will love you just as Pastor Mark 
and I have loved you, and will always love you.  

MARCH MEMORY VERSE: 
 

1 John 4:19 
 

“We love because He first loved us.” 
 

Handel’s “Messiah Concert” 
Morrison Ecumenical Chorus 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday, March 25 
7 p.m. – Free will offering 

 
 
 
 
 
The Morrison Ecumenical Chorus will present 
the Lent and Easter portions of G.F. Handel’s 
“Messiah” on Palm Sunday, March 25th. The 
performance will be at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in Morrison beginning at 7 p.m.  These 
“Messiah” concerts have been sponsored by the 
Morrison Ministers Council since 1956.  A free-
will offering will be taken to cover expenses, 
with any excess proceeds used to fund other 
Morrison Ministers Council projects. 

HOLY WEEK  
begins on  

PALM SUNDAY 
March 25 

   The children of the Sunday 
School will be processing into 

the sanctuary with palm branches  
praising  Jesus with their voices: 

 

“Hosanna” 
“Ride On Eternal King” 

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch is a 
Christian ministry that provides trauma-
informed care to children and their   

families through Residential Treatment Facilities,   
Outpatient Psychiatric and Psychological Services, and 
Spiritual Life Programs. The Ranch provides a safe 
and loving, highly-skilled place for adolescent boys 
and girls who struggle from the results of trauma, 
abuse, and neglect by providing a safe place to live and 
giving them the tools they need to heal. The healing 
enables them to see the world differently, to feel the 
love of God through those who care for them, and to 
look to the future with hope. The mission of the      
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch is to help at-risk children 
and their families succeed in the name of Christ.  
 

DakotaRanch.org 
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“YOU NEED  
MORE 

FAITH” 
 

 
 
    Have you ever heard someone say, “you just need 
more faith? Or better yet, they quote Jesus and say, ‘O 
you of little faith!’” How does anyone know how much 
faith a person has? They don’t. Only Jesus has the 
knowledge to say those words.  
 
     When the disciples fearfully woke Him as He slept in 
the rear of the boat while a massive storm raged around 
them, they cried: “Save us Lord, we are perishing!” Je-
sus responded: “Why are you afraid, O you of little 
faith?” He knew exactly what was going on inside their 
hearts. We don’t have that knowledge for ourselves or 
anyone else. Yes, we see their doubt, but we still don’t 
know the amount of faith they had. Let’s learn from this 
example and forget trying to determine what level of 
faith we have, instead let’s look for ways to grow in our 
faith.   
 
    Jesus may not be physically with us, but we can run to 
the Word of God, which tells us where faith can be 
found: 
“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing through the 
Word of Christ.” Our faith grows as we get into God’s 
Word on our own, and through Sunday worship. 
 
     It tells us the definition of faith: 
“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-
tion of things not seen.”  If you must “see it to believe 
it,” then you will stunt your faith growth. We need to 
take God at His Word and believe it simply because He 
says so.  
 
      It tells us why we don’t believe in “millions of years” 
“By faith we understand that the universe was created 
by the word of God, so that what is seen is not made 
out of things that are visible.”  This is one our 6th grade 
confirmation memory verses. We believe God made the 
world and everything in it simply by speaking. 
 
      Finally, He tells us that faith is pleasing to Him: 
“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for who-
ever would draw near to Him must believe that He ex-
ists and He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 
Want to please God? Come to Him and believe His 
Word. He’ll reward you with the fruits of the Spirt. 
(love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness and self-
control.) 
 
     The disciples did exhibit a measure of faith (they ran 
to Jesus). This “storm” brought them into His presence 
and they saw His power at work in their situation. As 
the storms of life appear, let’s follow their example and 
come to Him rather than give into fear or doubt. He will 
show us His power and love. 
 

 (Scriptures quoted from Matthew 8,  
Romans 10, Hebrews 11) 

Debra Wagenecht 

AUSP Thomson Bible Study 
 

     Deb &  Gary Heusinkveld, George Nunziato, and I 
were excited to see the classroom filled during Janu‐
ary.  New arrivals joined regular students and filled the 
room as we read through John’s Gospel.   While infor‐
mational learning was interesting, inmates were rapt 
as we read of people to whom Jesus gave hope in the 
midst of failure.  Simon would remember that Jesus 
changed his name to Peter (“Rock), encouraging a man 
who could be unstable as water.  We remembered, as 
Cana’s wedding   teetered toward collapse, that Jesus 
our Bridegroom  abundantly gives the wine of great 
joy, turning failure into triumph.  Nathaniel reminded 
us that when it seems “nothing good can come” from 
us, particularly in our marriages, our confession of faith 
in Christ is met with deep love and blessing; we be‐
come “gifts of God” through the Bridegroom who re‐
deems us.  The woman at Cana’s well reminded us that 
although Jesus knows our sin and emptiness, it is he 
who gives us to drink of himself as living water, filling 
us with love and truth and joy – and we run to tell oth‐
ers!  Jesus is concerned about the faith and future of 
everyone; he wants even those with checkered past to 
discover forgiveness and eternal life.  Nicodemus re‐
minded us that all who come to Jesus at night, in con‐
fusion and in the simplicity of little understanding, are 
rewarded with that light which births us to new life in 
him.  We were reminded, above all, of the gentleness 

with which Jesus draws us toward himself for life and 
joy – and that made it worth meeting in class. 
     At the AUSP, English‐language worship and Bible 
study faltered as inmates showed preference for wor‐
ship and class led by a Spanish‐speaking volunteer.  I 
was reminded that, although many can speak limited 
English, the richness of theological discourse is easier 
for them in their Native Spanish.  I continue to build 
rapport with inmates and remain open to them as op‐
portunities arise. 
      President Gilbert of the NID delegated a photojour‐
nalist to travel and interview our teaching team in or‐
der to highlight this ministry in District news.  Way to 

go, St. Peter’s!  You are 
leaders within the District!  
Special thanks to Deb, Gary, 
and George for sustaining 
this ministry – and thanks 
to all our members who 
remember us in prayer! 

 

  – Chaplain Helbig 
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SUN MO TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 
 

    

1  
 

Living Truth  
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 
 

 

 2  
 
 
     
 

3 
 

 

4 
Choir 8:30 
 
A: Teegan Germann  
A: Quinn James  
L: Zach Cameron  
F: Steve & Jean Eggemeyer  
 

  

5    6 
Living Truth 

1:30 pm 
 
 

7 
Prayer  

12:00 pm 
 

Confirmation 
 6:00 pm 

 
 

Lenten Worship       
7:00 pm 

 
 

8  
Living Truth  

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

 
Lunch @ Happy Joe’s  

11:30 am  

9  

10 
 

4-H 9:00-12:00 
 
 

 

11 
Choir 8:30 
 
A: Joe Anderson  
A: Adam Tichler  
L: Stan Kurasz  
F: Gary & Deb Heusinkveld   

 
Sunday School Staff Meeting 

11:45 am 

12 13 
Circuit Pastors   

@ 9 am 
 

Living Truth 
1:30 pm 

 
6p Deacon’s Mtg 
7p Church Board   

  

14  
Prayer  

12:00 pm 
 

Confirmation 
 6:00 pm 

 
 

Lenten Worship       
7:00 pm 

15 
 

Living Truth  
8:00 & 10:00 am 

 

 
 

 

16 17 
   

 

18 
Choir 8:30 
 
A: Carson Strating  
A: Trey Strating  
L: Larry Thies  
F: Marty & Susan Schuette  
 

  

19 20 
 

April Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
 
 
 

- - - - - - 

21 
 

Confirmation 
 6:00 pm 

 
 

Lenten Worship       
7:00 pm 

 
- - - - - - 

22 
 
 
 

23 24 
 
 

Chancel Guild  
9:00 am 

25 Palm Sunday 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
 

Choir 8:30 
A: Nicholas Wagenecht 
A: Jordan Luhrsen  
L: George Nunziato  
F: Palms    
 

“Messiah” Concert  
7:00 pm  

 
Benevolence Offering  

26    27 
 

Living Truth 
1:30 pm 

28 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

29 
Living Truth  

8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

MAUNDY  
THURSDAY 

WORSHIP with 
HOLY COMMUNION 

7:00 pm 

30 
 

Good  
Friday 

Worship 
7:00 pm 

  

31 
 

 
 

 

FAMILY TIMES                                          

ACTIVITIES FOR MARCH, 2018 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:30 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES 10:45 AM 

DEACON IN CHARGE: Larry Thies  
GREETERS: Stan & Teriann Kurasz   
USHERS: Joel Horn, George Nunziato  
CHANCEL GUILD:  see schedule  
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Amy Oncken-Cameron,    
  Lisa James, Kristen Pruis, Dave Schroeder  

ACTIVITIES IN OUR  
BUILDING: 

Weight Watchers 5:00 pm/Mondays 
 

NID District Convention  

Debra on vacation 
March 16-26- - - - - - - - - - -  

Debra on vacation 
March 16-26- - - - - - - - - - -  
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Baptismal BIRTHDAYS 
1. Diane Walters 
2. Mark Hill 
3. Kara Dornbush 
 Corinne Nye 
4. Mike Beswick 
 Chad Spreeman 
 Zachary Tegeler 
5. Judy Landherr 
6. Gus Linke 
 Tex Suarez 
7.    Duane Schubert 
8. Pam Anderson  
 Sydney Long 
10. Mark Anderson  
 Paul Friedrich 
11.  Marlene Ottens 
 Lucas Peppers 
12. Steve Sullivan, Sr. 
15.   Donna Bierman 
16. Charel Zuidema 
17.  Whitey Nelson 
18. Tom Zuidema 
20.  Dona Tegeler 
21.  Megan Schave 
22.  Kaylin Wade 

24.  Roger Workman 
26.  Leni Benters 
 Katie Bush  
 Chelsea Tracey 
27.  Lillian VanZuiden  
29.  Chris Pilgrim 
30.   Jackson Hudson 
 Michelle Luhrsen 
 Adam Tegeler 
31. Brian Bode 
 Joel Horn  

 

10. Gary & Deb  
Heusinkveld 

 

18. Joel & Susan 
Horn 

 

20. Steve & Rose 
Sullivan 

 

21. Dave & Sonia 
Schroeder 

2. Vera Bode  
 Lisa Tillman 
3. Mary Rosenow 
5. Matt Winkelman 
 Sophia Brown 
 Alex Robbins  
7. Dawn Hinrichs 
8. JoAnn Ottens  
 Tate Schroeder 
10. Nick Wiebenga 
12. Jennifer Suarez 
 Nancy Sitzmore  
 Joe Zickert 
14. Mitchell Dolieslager 
 Peyton Willock 
16. Ruth Morthland 
 Alexis Tichler 
 Camryn Wagenecht 
19. Donna Bierman 
 Gene Hartz 
20. Kerby Germann 
 

22. Jon Kenseth 
 Deb Minssen 
  Ashlyn Wieneke 
23. Jeffrey Bierman 
 Noah Robbins 
 Kimzey Spreeman 
 LuAnn Wieneke 
24. Paul Friedrich 
 Mallory Hardesty 
 Teriann Kurasz 
 Doug Morthland 
25. Dick Horn 
 Amber Lewis 
 Daultin Wagenecht 
27. Judy Landherr 
28. Mariah Blasdell 
 Marlene Ottens  
30. Brent Oncken 
 Diane Walters 
31. Sandra DeFrang 

“I have given you an example to imitate 
so that just as I myself have done for you, 

so you may do. 
Truly truly I say to you, 

a slave is not greater than his Lord 
nor an apostle greater than the one who sent him.” 

(John 13:15-16) 
It didn’t take long for Jesus to wash the disciples’ feet.  And yet the feelings and memories went deep, lasted long, and moved 

hearts to serve any way they could.  Jesus was clothed with authority, yet now he stripped to serve them.  The Twelve looked up to 
him, yet now they looked down and saw him humble himself to wash.  They had walked with him as servants, yet now they felt his 
hands, with rag and water, washing their feet, cleaning between their toes, drying them with tender caress.  Jesus explained his act 
using words, yet the feeling of being loved and called to serve went deeper than words.  “I have given you an example to imitate so 
that just as I myself have done for you, so you may do.”   

Soon the Twelve would see Jesus’ dusty feet stagger up toward Golgotha, bearing the weight of our sin.  As they stood beneath 
the cross and saw him suspended above, they would see blood and sweat running between his toes, and they would remember.  
When, in the years ahead, hardship would tire them, when their feet didn’t want to take another step, memory of what they saw and 
felt as Jesus washed their feet would rally their strength to step out and serve again.  “I have given you an example to imitate … an 
apostle is not greater than the one who sent him.” 

At St. Peter’s, for long years, Jesus has washed the feet of many through our pastors Mark and Mike. They baptized, catechized, 
visited, wept, prayed and loved as we followed Jesus together.  It will feel very different, for us and for a new shepherd, when the 
office of Word and Sacrament is conferred on another.  We will want him to lead us, yet we may resist the way he leads.  We may 
disagree with one another about changes.  We might not like his personality.  We will wish he knew us as well as Mike and Mark.  
And the new pastor will hear us say that we want his leadership, yet may feel that we resist it.  He may even begin to resent the un-
spoken wish that he were Mike or Mark.  He will almost certainly wish to never again hear it said, “That’s not the way Mike and 
Mark did it.”  Our stewardship will be tested, indeed – not our stewardship of money, but the stewardship that arises from love.   

Jesus gave us an example to imitate, and that example is love.  Love does not need to think about stewardship; love intuitively 
knows, deep within, how to use everything in order to love well.  Love accepts the overall needs of parish and pastor as one’s own 
agenda.  Love strips off position, power, and tradition to kneel and serve.  Love accepts the lowliest tasks.  Love forgives.  Love 
willingly suffers.  Love, when tired and ready to quit, remembers the greater love with which Jesus washed us not with gold or silver 
but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.  This love moves the heart, giving hands and feet 
strength to walk and serve yet again, serving any way they can.  This is stewardship, so much greater than financial giving. 

Stewardship Deacon, Chaplain Russell Helbig  
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OFFICIAL ACTS  
February 2018 

 

~GAINS~  
Through Affirmation of Faith 

Jerry & Ruth Yoeckel  

 

~LOSSES~  
Through Transfer 

Wil & Janet Mennecke 
Redeemer Lutheran Church  

Rochester, MN 
 

Ron & Caroline Luecke  
Mountain View Lutheran Church  

Apache Junction, AZ  

BOOK reMARKS 
 Max Lucado with his usual gifted way with 

words says: “Grace is the voice that calls us to 

change and then gives us the power to pull it 

off.” Max writes on page 151 (last page) of his 

book titled GRACE, “More than we deserve, 

Greater than we imagine: Grace.  Let it, let 

Him, so seep into the crusty cracks of your life 

that everything softens.  Then let it, let Him, 

bubble to the surface, like a spring in the    

Sahara, in words of kindness 

and deeds of generosity.”       

I  think an Amen is in order, 

don’t you? 

Your Librarian, Gladys Hartz 

SPRING AHEAD!       
Daylight Savings Time begins at  

2 am on Sunday March 11. 

St. Peter’s LWML met February 20, 2018, at 1:00 in the 
lounge.  Three members were in attendance.  Pastor Mike 
came, but was unexpectedly called away. In place of the 
Bible Study, we read and discussed the article TRUST ME 
in the quarterly.    
Dorothy Kaufman called the meeting to order.  The 
minutes were read and approved.  The treasurer’s report 
was read and accepted.  Dorothy read a thank you letter 
for our involvement with the Honey Sunday project from 
The Boys and Girls Ranch.   
The Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly subscriptions for the 
coming year need to be sent in.  Several $5.00 orders 
were received.  Gladys said she would be spreading the 
word to other interested parties.   
Small attendance and inclement weather prompted dis-
cussion about not having Feb. meeting, but it was agreed 
to table the matter until more members could weigh in 
on the matter.  
Offerings were taken.  $69.95 in mites was received.  (this 
included coins from the box in the narthex.)   
The meeting closed with the reading of the LWML 
pledge, and prayer.   

Respectfully submitted,          
 Gladys Hartz  

  

 The cost this year is $14.00.  
There is a sign up sheet on the table in 
the Foyer. The deadline for signing up 
is SUNDAY March 4. 

EASTER  
LILIES  

Shamrock  

 

    St. Patrick used the 
shamrock to teach people 

about the Godhead.  
Holding up a shamrock,  

he challenged them,  
“Is this one leaf, or three?” 

  

Inevitably, people replied 
that it was both, prompting 

St. Patrick to draw the  
analogy that so, too, is God:  

one God in three Persons — the Holy Trinity.   


