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FEBRUARY 14 
ASH WEDNESDAY Worship with Holy Communion  

 7:00 PM 
  

Wednesday Lenten Worship 
February 21-March 21 

7:00 PM  

Our 6-7-8th graders will be worship helpers each Wednesday evening by serving as ushers, greeters, and acolytes.  
   

Worshipers will have  the opportunity on Ash Wednesday, to receive the mark of ashes on the forehead as a vivid 
reminder of our own sorrow and mortality (ashes to ashes) and as an expression of repentance  before God.  
 

  Washing the ashes off when we return to our homes reminds us of Christ’s forgiveness, won for us on the cross. 
Ashes have been a sign of repentance since the time of Abraham. (Genesis 18:27)  

  

    In Matthew 11, Jesus talks about the practice of repenting “in sackcloth and ashes.”  
This is how “Ash” Wednesday received its name. 

Will  Lenten Coffee/ 
Fellowship Time  

Continue?   
-See page 5 

Our combined classes raised $418.00 

$418 = 1,672 quarters,   

         =  83 Bibles/Catechisms Oct-Dec. 

We’re challenging our youth to see if 

they can surpass that total between 

Jan-May.  

We are having a special morning on 

Feb. 4 during Sunday School– Hope to 

see everyone there! 

Valentine Luncheon  
-details page 2 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95128019
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IT’S LUTHERAN WITNESS  

SUBSCRIPTION TIME 
Have you thought about subscribing to LW? Our 
subscriptions will begin with the May issue and 
now is the time to be thinking about placing your 
order.  
    The LW is the flagship magazine of the Luther-
an Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), The Luther-
an Witness is a monthly publication that offers 
synodical news, reports from Lutherans around the 
world, features, columns, Q&As, a Bible study, 
and much more. There is no better way to keep up 
on all the latest LCMS news.  The cost per year is 
$16 when purchased through the church office. 
Our deadline for subscribing is March 15. 

PSALM 119:103-104 
“How sweet are your words  

to my taste, sweeter than  
honey to my mouth!  

Through your precepts I get 
understanding; therefore I 

hate every false way.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   For men and women over 60!   

We would like to treat you to a  
Valentine Luncheon on Tuesday,  

Feb. 13th, at 11:30am,  in the  
Fellowship Hall.   

 

   Make reservations by Thursday 
Feb.8th in the Church Office, so we know 
approximately how many to plan for.   
 

   And if you need a ride let the office 
know.  We’re looking forward to seeing 
all of you!    - The Kitchen Committee 

        As we enter the  
Lenten season, with Ash 
Wednesday service set for 
February 14, we find  
ourselves with a perfect  
opportunity to reflect on the 
true meaning of Christ’s 
suffering.  As Christians 
who enjoy a lifestyle that 
most people in this world 
would consider affluent, 
most of us can live our  
day-to-day lives without the 
constant suffering that is 

common elsewhere.  As Luther reminds us in the 
First Article of the Apostles’ Creed:  “(God) richly 
and daily provides me with all that I need to  
support this body and life.” And for that we are  
truly grateful. 

 

   Our daily life makes it easier to FORGET Christ’s 
suffering.  Therefore, we need to guard against what 
is called “cheap grace,” taking the Lord’s intense 
suffering for granted. God’s grace through Jesus 
Christ was certainly not cheap.  It cost Him His life.  

  

   As Chaplain Helbig reminds us in his Stewardship 
article, Lent is a time to slow down and listen to 
God’s Word.  …to take the time to sharpen our  
focus.  Nothing could do more to bring us peace than 
to be in the Word, reading God’s Holy Word daily.  
As our February Bible verse reminds us, “Through 
(God’s) precepts I get understanding.”  The more I 
can gain a biblical understanding of the world around 
me, the more I can appreciate just why Jesus Christ 
came to the earth to suffer and die for my sin.  If it 
were not for His suffering and His death on that 
cross, I would still be “dead in my trespasses and 
sins,” as the Bible reminds me.   

 

   During the Wednesday evening Lenten services 
this year, we will be taking a close look at all the 
statements Jesus made while hanging on that cross.  
Each statement carries a vital message for each of us.  
If these statements are properly understood, each can 
affect my walk with Christ, all through the year!   
I pray that you will make an effort to come join us, 
beginning at 7:00pm on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14. 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95128019
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     Pastor Mike has been 
stressing the importance of 
daily Bible reading in his 
sermons this past month. 
In our February Bible 

memory verse David writes, “How sweet are Your 
Words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth.”  
    The month of February brings many “sweet” 
things to mind, like flowers, chocolate, and candy 
hearts on Valentines Day. Sweets may leave a pleas-
ant taste in your mouth, and, they may give you a 
short-lived boost of energy, but they can never 
measure up to the effects that God’s Word can give 
you on a daily basis.  
 David continues, “Through your precepts I get 
understanding, therefore I hate every false way.” 
The more we read His Word and think about His 
mysterious ways, the sweeter He becomes in our 
hearts and lives. As we continue to grow in our 
reading, we get a greater understanding of who God 
is. We also can begin to decipher the difference be-
tween worldly truth and God’s Truth. It doesn’t 
come naturally, we have to make ourselves available 
to Him.  
 As we begin a new season of Lent this month, 
why not begin a new routine of daily reading and 
meditating on His Word and you too will be able to 
say along with David, “How sweet are Your Words 
to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”   

CHANGE FOR LIFE 

  Please remember to return  your “filled” baby bottle(s) 

this  month. We want to have them ready for Hope Life 

Center to pick up the last week of  February.  

   Each time you put something in the bottle, 

say a prayer that abortion will be erased from 

our community.  

   Your support and prayers make a big 

CHANGE in the lives of women and unborn 

children who receive services and support through 

Hope Life Center! 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We will be holding our first blood drive 
for 2018 on Tuesday, February 27, from 3:15 
to 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   
    Everyone is welcome to donate, even if 
you have never done it in the past.   
    Donors are making a very huge contribu-
tion to saving lives in the Illinois, Iowa and 
Wisconsin area.  Even outside our area when 
needs are great in other states!   
     Thank you for taking the time to donate 
or to pray about whether it is something you 
would like to do.   

Deb Heusinkveld 

Financial Records 
Review 

  

Two more volunteers are 
needed to review the 2017 
church accounts. If you have 
any questions or are willing to serve  
on this committee, please contact our  
Chairman,  Martin Schuette (309)887–9126 

OUR MINISTRY AT AUSP THOMSON 
 

Time Well Spent 

 

   Christmas joy led to Epiphany excitement at 
AUSP Thomson.  Christian inmates led a drive for 
attendance, which doubled attendance during 
Christmas!  During Epiphany still more good came 
to pass!  A bright, young new inmate arrived, vol-
unteering to give servant leadership.  Another new 
believer attending Bible class brought another still 
newer believer to me, admitting that he knows 
nothing about the Bible.  I assured him we would 
be gentle, and he pledged to attend class.  Another 
inmate from an errant Lutheran denomination 
shared that, after attending worship and Bible 
study, he was refreshed by our humble approach 
to Scripture and the simplicity with which we draw 
pure doctrine from it.  He will lead his family to join 
an LCMS congregation at home.  And another in-
mate, aged yet in his first few days of prison life, 
held up our Lutheran liturgy and asked if he could 
send a copy to his wife.  He came to prison, never 
expecting to find Lutheran liturgy and preaching.   
I was delighted.  Those sneaky Lutherans!  They'll 
introduce Divine Service anywhere! ;)  Let us give 
not ourselves but God thanks for all these bless-
ings at AUSP Thomson.  And, especially, let us 
pray that God will continue to hinder Satan and 
that His kingdom continues to advance. 
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February 2007 

Sun M Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 1 
Living Truth 
8 & 10 am 

 
 

2 
 

3 

4 
Choir 8:30 am  

 
A: Zayden Boonstra 
A: Paul Wagenecht 
L: Larry Thies 
F: Lauren & Linda Story 
 
SUN. SCHOOL “QUARTER 
FOR KIDS” PIZZA PARTY  

5 6 
 
 

Living Truth 
1:30 pm  

 

 

7 
Prayer 12 pm  

 
Confirmation 

5:30pm—6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
Living Truth 
8 & 10 am 

 
 

GET YOUR 
LUNCHEON 

RESERVATIONS 
IN TODAY! 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
Choir 8:30 am 
 
A: Jordan Luhrsen  
A: Alivia Story 
L: Stan Kurasz 
F: AVAILABLE 
 
Sunday School Staff Meeting 

11:45 am  

12 13 
VALENTINE 
LUNCHEON 

11:30am 
 

Living Truth 
1:30 pm  

 
Deacons Meeting  

6:00pm 
 

Church Board  
Meeting 7pm 

14 
     
 
 
 
 

Prayer 12 pm  
 

Confirmation 
6:00 pm 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
WORSHIP with  
Holy Communion 

7:00 PM  

15 
Living Truth 
8 & 10 am 

 
 
 

16 
   
 
 

17 
 
 
 

            18 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir 8:30 am  
A: Lisa Hardesty  
A: Nicholas Wagenecht  
B: Bill Wagenecht 
F: AVAILABLE 
  

19 20 
 

LWML 
1:00 pm 

 
Living Truth 

1:30 pm  

21 
Prayer 12 pm 

  
Confirmation 

5:30pm—6:30 pm 
 
 

 
LENTEN WORSHIP  

7:00 PM  

22 
Living Truth 
8 & 10 am 

 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 

                  25 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir 8:30 am  
A: Katie Eggemeyer  
A: Diana Robbins 
L: George Nunziato  
F:  Warren & Connie Landheer  

 

26 27 
Living Truth 

1:30 pm 
 

Blood Drive  
3:15pm—6:00 pm  

28 
Prayer 12 pm  

 

Confirmation 
6:00 pm 

 
 

LENTEN WORSHIP  
7:00 PM  

 
 
 
 

MARCH  1 
 

Living Truth 
8 & 10 am 

 
 

  

2 3 

FAMILY TIMES                                          

DEACON IN CHARGE:  Steve Eggemeyer 
USHERS: Chad Spreeman, Don White, Derek Germann 
GREETERS: Dave & Sonia Schroeder 
CHANCEL GUILD: Set up: Susan Horn 
 Clean up: Rose Sullivan, Dianne Helbig, Jean Eggemeyer 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Amy Oncken-Cameron,  Bonnie Hudson, 
   Kristen Pruis Dave Schroeder 

 
ACTIVITIES FOR FEBRUARY 2018 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  9:30 AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL &  

BIBLE CLASSES 10:45 AM 

ACTIVITIES IN OUR BUILDING: 
Handel’s Messiah Practice Sundays  

@ 2pm (no practice on Feb. 4) 

 

Weight Watchers: Mondays @ 5:00 pm 
 

4-H  meets Monday, Feb. 19 
9am-12pm  
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2. Bramley Nye  
          Michelle Reavy  
4. Stan Kurasz 
6. Mallory Hardesty 
          Coen Tracey  
8. Mathew Hill 
10.  Sally Zickert 
11.   Zayden Boonstra 
          Zion Long 
          Mya Shepard  
          Dawn Hinrichs   
12. Joe Robbins 
        Bryce Smith  
13.  Savannah Horn  
         Victoria Horn 
          Kimzey Spreeman 
14. Karla Green  
          Alexis Tichler 
15. Joe Zickert 
19. Phil Eckland 
          Gloria Grams  (85 yrs)  
          JoAnn Ottens  

1. Marcus Hill  
 Marilyn Oncken 
2. Leanne Marinangeli  
4. Matt Tichler  
 Doug Wiebenga 
 Larry Zuidema 
9. Whitney Bush 
 Monica Gibler 
       Dave Schroeder 
       Patrick Wagenecht 
       Pastor Mike   
10. Kyle Kuehl  
 Elvira Stralow 
11. Susan Wilkens 
12. Andrew Grater 
14. Kerrick Cameron 
15. Tim Kophamer 
 Wyatt Lewis  
 

20.  Jacob Pruis  
 Noah Robbins 
21.  Hailey Kenseth  
 Carson Strating  
22. Eric Schave 
25. Aubrey Landheer  

 Mary Ratzlaff 
 Gail Tempelmann 
 Matt VanDerLeest  
 Carol Zuidema 
27.  Mike Ottens  
28. Jeff Bierman 

 
8. Jesse & Marsha  

   Habben 
15. Charles & Elaine 

Carp 
Marty & Deb 

Grams 
25. Mike & Lisa 

James 
26. Mike & Barb  
      VanZuiden 

16. Kevin Green 
 Paula Green 
 Brhenan Linke 
 Colton Linke 
17. Doug Zuidema 
19.  Marsha Naftzger 
22. Trey Strating 
23. Elizabeth Hess 
          Kevin Wiebenga 
25. Kelly Sigel 

By. Every. Word. 
 

   Had Eve waited 40 days  
before acting on the serpent’s 
words, might she have decided 
differently?  Would Moses 
have been able to write God’s 
Word atop Sinai had impatient 
people below kept texting him?  
Could Elijah have heard the 
voice of his soul those 40 days 

to Horeb and the cave, had he seen what Jezebel was posting 
on Facebook?  And why, really, did Jesus separate himself 
from people 40 days when crowds were eager to see him?  In 
each instance, it was about stewardship.  No, it wasn’t about 
giving money; it was about giving time to hear and live by 
every word. 
   Eve heard the serpent’s words, yet listened neither to Adam’s 
words nor closely to the voice of her own heart.  Moses knew 
people were angry he took so long, yet delighted – for their 
sakes – to hear and record every word that came from God.  
He was a good steward.  Elijah’s solitude helped him listen to 
every word spoken in his heart and to pray with sharp aware-
ness about what really mattered in his life, and in the life of the 
congregation of Israel.  He was then able to hear God’s still, 
small voice – who spoke only two words to save Israel.  Jesus 
hungered in the body after fasting 40 days, yet because he had 
eaten fully of every word that came from his Father he was 

then able to shock the devil with unexpected strength and de-
termination of heart.  He would not serve himself.  He would 
not be distracted.  He would live by every word from his Fa-
ther, by listening to every word spoken within his own heart, 
and only then act:  he would suffer yet overcome the serpent at 
a tree, he would endure the curse of the Law atop a mountain, 
he would be buried in a cave to redeem us.  It was stewardship 
of the highest order. 
   As Lent begins, I ask you to find a way that works for you to 
slow down, to welcome silence, to listen to God’s Word, to 
listen to every word of your deepest heart, to reflect, pray, and 
seek understanding of how God is giving you opportunity and 
blessing to be a steward of his glorious kingdom right here and 
now.  Husbands and wives, how can we love each other today 
so that, at the end of life, we can look back and see that we 
were good stewards of one another, and of our children’s cate-
chetical development?  Congregational members, what needs 
do you see at St. Peter’s that could – with humility and loving 
cooperation – be met and improved by your help?  To all, what 
troubles in our lives have we, admittedly, tried to face without 
having prayed deeply and often in the wee hours of the night? 
Lent is that time when, like Jesus, we leave the Jordan of our 
baptism, enter a quiet place away from the world, listen to the 
most important words – those of God and those of our hearts – 
and then give an offering far greater than money:  giving our-
selves, through faith, to him, to St. Peter’s, and to the world in 
the joyful confidence that he will bless, keeping his every 
word.     -R. Helbig, Deacon of Stewardship 
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BOOK reMARKS 
 
 
 
 

 

       Alice Gray has compiled 110  
stories she considers  

 

“STORIES FOR THE HEART” 

 

     The 282 pages contain words of 
compassion, encouragement, love 
and faith, many by authors you will 
recognize; (like Billy Graham and 
Max Lucado). Enjoy !  
     Also, you might find that the  
library is a good place to visit if you 
are needing a comfortable place to 
pass some time.  
   Comfortable chairs, and a good 
supply of reading material!! 

 
Your Libriarian, 

Gladys Hartz 

Will Lenten Coffee/Fellowship  
Time Continue?  
 
         Lent begins on February 
14. We would like to have a time 
of fellowship following each 
Wednesday evening services as 
we have had in past years, but 
we need to have someone organ-
ize this time by recruiting volun-
teers and donations.     
   This is such a  
wonderful time of  
fellowship and  
tradition that will 
not continue without 
your help! 

 
   "To our family  

in Christ -  
We thank you for 

your outpouring of 
love our last few 

weeks at  
St. Peters,  

especially on  
December 31st.  

 
   Your heart-felt "see you later's" strengthened us as we 
turned towards our next God-led adventure. Your cards 
and gifts were an amazing blessing and truly helped us 
through the transition and will help us remember your 
love for years to come. May God bless you as richly as 

you blessed us. We look forward to the moments that God 
brings us back together here on Earth, but most  

importantly we rejoice that we have eternity together 
awaiting us. Hold fast to our Savior, run the race with 
endurance, and we will most definitely see you later 

thanks be to God!"  
 ~Rev. Mark & Beka,  

John, David, Lydia, & Adam Winkelman  
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Note of appreciation and gratitude 
for our deacons on an icy Sunday for 
scraping windshields and bringing cars 
up under the canopy. 
 
Continued appreciation for used/ not 
perfect sheets, pillowcases, blankets 
(no wool) and large pieces of fabric. 
Also partial skeins of yarn for ties. 
These items are used for Lutheran 

World Relief’s layer blankets. If you have any questions, 
contact Dorothy Kaufman. Items may be left in the 
church office.   
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